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During the next two decades, the urban population of the world’s two 

poorest regions — South Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa — is expected to 

double. 

The most rapid pace of growth expected to occur in Asia and Africa

World Urbanization Prospects
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Biggest Contributors to Urban Population



STATUTORY TOWNS

All places with a municipality, corporation, 
cantonment board or notified town area committee, 
etc. so declared by a state law

CENSUS TOWNS

1. A minimum population of 5,000

2. At least 75 per cent of the male main working 
population engaged in non-agricultural pursuits

3. A density of population of at least 400 persons 
per sq. km. (i.e. 1000 per sq. Mile)

Where will growing urban population live in India?

65%

6%

Million Plus cities 
(urban agglomerations)

33%

Growth of different kinds of cities between Census 2001 and 2011

43% of  India’s urban 

population live in million 

plus cities



‘Grand Design’ for Air Quality 
Improvement, Jakarta
Jakarta regularly organizes Car-Free 
Day on several major roads in Jakarta, 
it has introduced a system of ‘odd-
even’ number plate access, it 
encourages the use of environmentally 
friendly Fuel Gas (BBG), as well as 
monitors non-moving emissions 
sources from industries in the Jakarta 
area. For indoor air pollution, Jakarta 
has regulations to enforce non-
smoking areas, especially in schools, 
offices, and shopping centers

SDG 3.9 By 2030, substantially 

reduce the number of  deaths and 

illnesses from hazardous chemicals 

and air, water and soil pollution and 

contamination

Big Cities Big Challenges



Air pollution in Delhi drops 
25% in four years 
The plan involves the following steps:
1. Odd Even
2. Pollution Masks
3. Community Diwali Laser Show
4. Environment Marshals
5. Hotspot Control
6. Dust Control
7. Tree Challenge

In 2019, the government launched the 
National Clean Air Program (NCAP), a five-
year action plan to curb air pollution, build 
a pan-India air quality monitoring 
network, and improve citizen awareness.

The programme focuses on 102 polluted 
Indian cities and aims to reduce PM2.5 
levels by 20-30 per cent over the next five 
years.

Big Cities Big Challenges



SDG 11.2 By 2030, provide access 
to safe, affordable, accessible 

and sustainable transport 
systems for all, improving road 

safety, notably by expanding 
public transport, with special 

attention to the needs of those in 
vulnerable situations, women, 

children, persons with
disabilities and older persons

Big Cities Big Challenges



Road traffic injuries are 
estimated to be a leading 

cause of death for children 
and young people 5–29 years 
of age. More people now die 

in road traffic crashes than 
from HIV/AIDS.

More than half of those killed 
in crashes are pedestrians, 
motorcyclists, and cyclists.

Big Cities Big Challenges



Solutions



Solutions



Solutions



Distribution of  Urban-rural land in India
Source: http://delhi2014.lsecities.net/newspaper/articles/where-we-live/en-gb/

Large metropolitan areas > 5 million only occupy 
1% of India’s land

Challenges of  Density



Child Well-being and Equity Analysis India, UNICEF-IDH 

2012

Rustogi, P. et al (2012) Beyond Averages: Child Well-Being through an Equity Analysis. UNICEF and IHD, New Delhi.

Urban children in the two lowest wealth quintiles were 

more deprived in three indicators: Shelter, Nutrition 

and Education than their rural counterparts as well as 

overall for India.  

Shelter Deprivation:

India Average (Urban): 39%

Maximum (Urban): 46.2% 

(Maharashtra)

Minimum (Urban): 9.8% 

(Kerala)

Estimated 

Housing 

Shortage: 18.78 

million units

Deprivations of  urban children in poverty



From the Unplanned to the Planned, 

from low-rise to high rise



Urban Paradox: Deepening inequality

Planned City

Unplanned City



Slum Redevelopment/Resettlement, Mumbai

16





Risk Mapping

11.7 By 2030, 

provide universal 

access to safe, 

inclusive and 

accessible, green 

and public spaces, 

in particular for 

women and 

children, older 

persons and

persons with 

disabilities

11.7.1 Average 

share of  the built-

up area of  cities 

that is open space 

for public use for 

all, by sex, age and

persons with 

disabilities



11.7 By 2030, 

provide universal 

access to safe, 

inclusive and 

accessible, green 

and public spaces, 

in particular for 

women and 

children, older 

persons and

persons with 

disabilities

11.7.2 Proportion 

of  persons victim 

of  physical or

sexual harassment, 

by sex, age, 

disability status and

place of  

occurrence, in the 

previous 12 months

Risk Mapping



Slum Redevelopment through Flagship Urban Missions



Participatory Insitu Slum Redevelopment 

through replacement housing: Karimadam



Participatory Insitu Slum Redevelopment 
through replacement housing: Karimadam



Participatory Insitu Slum Redevelopment 
through replacement housing: Karimadam



Participatory Insitu Slum Redevelopment 
Plot by Plot: Pune Slums

Based on a research by ACE Trust supported by BVLF.



Participatory Insitu Slum Redevelopment 
Plot by Plot: Pune Slums



Government Land of  
Grocery Supply 
Department is used as 
Playground by Children

Netaji School

NORTH

EVERYDAY WALKING ROUTE OF 
CHILDREN : GANDHINAGAR

LEGEND

Children’s movement path

Area’s children daily visit

GANDHINAGAR

School

Dangerous Road Crossings

Traffic Hazard

Market / Bazaar

Jayprakashnagar



Urban Flowers by Anukriti in Mumbai slums



ACE’s Khela Gadi: Play-on-Wheels pop-up play for 

deprived communities



ACE’s Khela Gadi: Play-on-Wheels pop-up play for 

deprived communities



Only 16 of  North Corporation's 2,920 parks are for 

children. 

East Corporation has 2,058 parks, of  which 114 are 

children's parks. 

South Corporation has 6,400 with 190 children's parks, 

while 

DCPCR chief  Arun Mathur says the agencies are not working in the spirit of  the high 

court order. For instance, the number of  designated children's parks is very small. 

"The high court order covers both parks and children's parks. Its intent is to 

make all parks child-friendly. Hence there is a need to ensure that the 

classification of  parks as 'children's parks' should not mean that the other 

parks, like 'ornamental parks', are made out of  bounds for children."

Delhi High Court orders all parks to be child 

friendly in 2015.

Mandate to make parks in Delhi Child Friendly



Municipal Corporations creating better play 

provisions in parks



Smart City Initiative develops parks 





Children without 
proper footwear not 
allowed, barefoot 
children not allowed

Children are not to 
cause any annoyance 
or disturbance to other 
users

Children who are 
unwell will not be 
permitted in the play 
areas

Inclusion and 
equity are a distant 
dream for children 
in the Smart City 




